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Abstract

The Sahel region faces ongoing political instability, terrorist violence, and significant
insecurity-related fatalities. In response, Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger military
governments have formed alliance and established the Sahel Pact in 2023. This
initiative seeks to dismantle colonial legacies, foster distinct national identities, and
prevent Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) interventions. The
pact addresses shared challenges, including terrorism, economic dependency, and
social unrest. This study examines the motivations behind the Sahel Pact, assesses
strategies to tackle inter-wined security and economic issues, and evaluates the
implications of shifting alliances. Utilizing qualitative methodology grounded in
Dependency Theory, the findings suggest that, despite significant efforts made by
France and other European peace keeping forces towards fighting insecurity in the
region, these signatories are distancing themselves from their former colonial power
and their regional affiliation, while seeking to align with alternative entities,
particularly Russia. They aspire to chat a new course towards economic and political
emancipation by establishing a free trade area and a unified currency. This study
recommends for transparency in governance in ovder to build trust among the citizens.
In terms of security, care should be taking in shifting alliance so that they will not fall
victim to another round of exploitation.
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Introduction

The West Sahel region of Africa once hard powerful empires like Mali and Songhai empires
before the advent of colonialism. France acquired them in the 19"Century during the colonial
era, and they became popularly known as the French West Africa. Among the countries occupied
by France in that space were Mali, Burkina Faso (former Upper Volta) and Niger. The West Sahel
region was divided to suit the French administration. At independence, these colonial boundaries
remained and have been source of conflicts and crises in the region. Boilley (2019) attributed the
numerous insurrections especially that of the Tuareg's to such divisions. He argues that the
Tuareg's of the Azawad region was divided between different colonial territories such as Algeria,
and Niger. However, he posits that the division was not the only reason for the frequent rebellion.
He noted that marginalization of the Tuareg's by the colonial masters and its continuation even
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after independence was one of the major reasons for rebellion which later translated into security
problem.

Omer (2023) and Ali (2018) posit that at independence, the African leaders in French West Africa
were forced to sign humiliating agreement which effectively tied their independence to
continued economic and political dependence on France. He reiterated that the agreement
reserved strategic resources like uranium, hydrocarbon and other minerals for France.

The region has been riddled with violent activities which translated into security threats
especially in the Liptako Gourma. The Liptako Gourma is an area shared commonly between
Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso. A semi-arid landscape with tri-border, the area has been largely
ungoverned due to insecurity. Terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda, ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria) have turned the area into a hot spot. This climate of insecurity was further exacerbated in
2012 when Mali faced serious attack from Tuareg led rebellion (ICG, 2021).

France was invited by the government in 2012 to help to stem the tide of violence in the region.
By 2013, France in collaboration with their European counterpart formed a peace-keeping
contingency known as operation Barkhane. Together with Sahel G5, they were able to control
the spread of violence only for a moment. Using the military only, as a strategy to fight the
insecurity by France, could not hold the tide of violence for long, as there was 'a rise in communal
killings, jihadists' militancy as well as eroding public confidence in the region's government'
(ICG, 2021). France and her allies fight against insurgency were further dealt with in the wake of
COVID-19 pandemonium and have since continued to fight a losing battle against insecurity in
the region. The mission believed that their mandate is just limited to curbing terrorism and
refused to tackle internal insecurity that was brewing in the countries. By 2015, the armed
rebellion that started in Mali in 2012 had spread to Burkina Faso and Niger. The public became
disgruntled over governance and intractable conflict in the region. They started to show
resentment against western intervention. This gave rise to several coup d'etats in the region.
France and their allies witnessed several coups under their watch.

The public welcomed these military juntas because they were already frustrated with the
outcome of the military intervention by external powers and bad governance among the
democratically elected government. They saw the democrats as puppets of France. Meanwhile,
France refusal to acknowledge the military leadership of Niger which was the most current in the
region did not go down well with the military juntas of Burkina Faso and Mali. To crown it,
ECOWAS threatened them with their sanctions against Niger. It was this scenario that led Mali,
Burkina Faso and Niger to sign a security pact known as 'Alliance of Sahel States' or 'Liptako
Gourma Charter' in 2023. France was forced to exit with their other European counterparts that
had been part of the countries trying to stem the tide of insecurity in the region.
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Literature Review
Colonial legacies in Sahel

During the era of colonialism, France physically entered the western region of Africa and had a
tremendous impact on the region. France conquered territories in West Africa that later became
known as French West Africa. They include the present-day Mali, Senegal, Benin, Guinea, Ivory
Coast, Burkina Faso and Niger. Just like other colonial masters, they managed their
administrative, educational, infrastructural, mining, and trading sectors. France subjugated
these colonies to a highly centralized system of administration. Ali (2018) posits that French
system of administering their colonies were harsh and insensitive. He further argued that it was
their means of having a grip of the region to be able to maintain and expand their interest in West
Africa. Africa as a continent was important to France as it resonates in President J. Chirac's words
that 'without Africa, France would have been among the third world countries' (Ali, 2018).
However, it's well-known that the relationship just like all the relationships during the colonial
era was lopsided and this continued even after independence. Thus, they were exploited for their
natural resources.

At independence, a new form of colonialism emerged known as neocolonialism. Burkina Faso,
Mali and Niger were facing significant economic development. These challenges include but not
limited to poverty, insecurity, lack of infrastructure and limited economic opportunities. France
had structured the economic system of the colony to be wholly dependent on them for its growth.
By independence, the colonial economié¥jin€rOrfirmly structured and could not be easily
changed. France was in control of the monetary system, and the new independent states trade
became monopolized by the imperialist powers. Apart from trade monopoly, they positioned
leaders in these states that gave them room to control the government policies. Claude (2008)
opines that leaders that took over the realms of power in the colonies soon found out that they
were only in office and not in power, because they had very little control of the economy. Thus,
since independence, the resource base has remained the same in African economies especially in
territories colonized by France. Up till now their economies still remained undiversified, usually
depending on a few primary export commodities which has been their mainstay since colonial
days. In Francophone Africa, the term, 'francafrique' was a derogatory name used to describe the
relationship between France and the leaders in the colonies. The Francophone organizations
were seen as a front for continued French dominance of the economy and politics.

Even their physical policies were not spared. Their assimilation policy led to the introduction of
French currency in the Sahel. Thus, the CFA franc that was introduced during the period had
continued to be a symbol of their economic dependency. Many scholars have criticized the role
of the currency. Such scholars include, Merrino (2022) who posited that despite Africa's
decolonization in the second half of the 20" century, many colonial constructs still existed to this
century and one of the most obvious is the CFA franc. This was originally created in 1945, but it
still circulates in French colonies in the Sahel and its imperial founding principles had remained.
They believe that decolonization is unfinished as long as CFA franc is still in use. Another
scholar, Demba (2015), had argued that CFA franc is a relic of French colonialism. He advocates
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for monetary independence in Africa especially in the Sahel. He believes that it will enable them
fashion out their own monetary policies that will be suitable to them.

It has been adjudged that Sahel regions' political instability, economic independence and weak
government are deeply rooted in its colonial legacies. The colonial division of territories, their
resource exploitation and how France structured their economy contributed to their
underdevelopment problems and also to the instability being witnessed in Burkina Faso, Mali
and Niger.

At the turn of the century, the region became a hot spot for terrorist groups. The Liptako Gourma
which was an area shared by the three countries witnessed countless terrorist attacks from such
groups as Al-Queda and Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (1SGS). The security challenges in
the region include kidnappings, attacks on both the civilian and military personnel.

Formation of Sahel Pact

A number of regional organizations were founded, following the foot step of the European
Union. This led to the formation in 1963 of Organization of African unity (OAU), which later
metamorphosed into Africa Union (AU) in July 2002 which was more economic in its objectives.
It was an umbrella body of all the other regional subgroups that later came into existence in
Africa. Their main objective was to bring together all the states and resolve issues within them
by themselves. Their vision was “An integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, driven by its
own citizens and representing a dynamic force in global arena” (OAU, 1963). With time, sub-
regional organizations started springing up to take care of their special needs. One of such
organizations is the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), founded in 1975
by fifteen (15) West African countries. With its headquarters in Abuja, Nigeria, it's adjudged to be
one of the strong pillars in Africa's regional groupings. They aim to achieve regional self-
sufficiency by raising their living standard and promoting economic development. The
fundamental principles of ECOWAS include equity, inter-dependence, solidarity, co-operation,
nonaggression, regional peace, promotion of human rights and economic and social
development (ECOWAS, 1975). This regional grouping demonstrates West African yearnings
for economic development. Combating insecurity as well as social interactions is among its
numerous objectives. These are necessitated by the challenges facing them which include
poverty, underdevelopment, terrorism, and political instability. The countries as part of the
regional group participated in their activities. They collaborated in their security initiatives
which include joint military operations and intelligence sharing.

The formation of Sahel Pact in 2023 (Alliance of Sahel States — AES) was a direct response to
ECOWAS sanctions. They argue that ECOWAS had failed to address the security and
developmental problems of its members thereby failing in the ideals of the founding fathers.
ECOWAS sanction came at the heels of Niger Republic coup d'etat that removed her
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democratically elected government from office. In a bid to safeguard their sovereignty and
legitimize their office, the trio decided to form their own regional organization. According to
Bhattacharya (2024) after the formation of the pact, they took further step on January, 28, 2024 to
withdraw their countries from the ECOWAS. He posits that this move will disrupt the decades of
ongoing regional integration work. He reiterated that this can be termed the west 'Africa's Brexit
moment'. Be that as it may, the pact also was meant to represent a rejection of the Neo-colonial
structures which France laid and had continued to use in Sahel. They intend to support each
other in their fight against terrorism, political instability in the region and a move towards
economic development for their future growth.

Economic and Political Motivation

Several scholars had tried to explore the economic and political reasons behind the pact,
especially as regards their threat to leave ECOWAS and their rejection of the CFA. Okoli (2024),
posits that there are two main reasons that gave rise to the formulation of the pact, they include,
their collective need to eradicate insecurity due to terrorist and separatist activities in the Sahel
and the need for economic development of the region as the region is known for their economic
backwardness. According to International Alert (2018), poverty, unemployment and injustice
had reached an alarming stage in the region and had led to young people joining various armed
groups for protection. This was reiterated by Nsabia (2021), who posits that unemployment,
inequality, environmental degradation, weak institutions and bad government has been affecting
the regions stability. He further argued that these problems had lent hands to the people being
susceptible to joining Jihad groups. The region has been adjudged to be the poorest with an
alarming population growth in addition to vulnerable climatic change. The alliance with France
and ECOWAS had not had much effect on their development. Thus, the trios sought to create an
alliance that will help them to come out of the poverty level the region has descended into.
Bassou, (2024), posits that the three countries had an already existing memorandum of
understanding on ideas and cooperation since 1970. He reiterated that MOU includes the Liptako
Gourma region Integrated Development. Another MOU was signed in 2000 that abrogated the
former. A revised treaty on Integrated development Authority of Liptako Gourma States signed
on Jan 24, 2017, which completed and amended that of December 2000 MOU. This
memorandum of understanding is a clear pointer to their efforts towards economic development
inthe region.

However, Bassou (2024) posits that it should be noted that the new Alliance did not mention this
already existing pact in their agreement, thus giving an impression of a new initiative. Probably,
the military junta has taken over the government in the region and decided to start on a clean
slate.
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The region is endowed with enormous natural resources which includes uranium, gold and oil.
France has been exploiting the region over the years with some western nations according to
Hassan & Emre (2023). They posit that Mali is Africa's largest gold producer, Niger stands as the
world's largest supplier of uranium and Burkina Faso, gold diamond and zinc. Despite all these
endowments, they are among the world's poorest countries. They reiterated that the west extracts
these resources at a very cheap rate that only benefits them.

Politically, the region has been facing long term instability due to the activities of the jihadist
groups terrorizing the region and so many coups. According to Aina (2024), the region has
witnessed a number of coups since 2020. He believes that the reason for these coups was because
of the inability of the elected government to address the rising insecurity in the region. For most
part of the decade, the jihadist has been fighting over the control of the Liptako Gourma territory.
He further stated that the insecurity got worse even with the military take over. According to
Nsabia (2024), more than 8,000 people have been killed in the violence and about 2.6 million
people displaced. This has been attributed to bad leadership and corrupt practices by the elected
leaders. These Jihadists took advantage of the popular resentment towards their elected leaders
to unleash havoc and recruit youths from the region to join them. Thus they aim to jointly fight
the insecurity that has taken over the region. The alignment will give them bigger force to fight
the insecurity.

They also intend to assert their sovereignty and independence in the face of pressures from the
western world. France had continued to influence what goes on in the region. The pact was meant
to remove France domination on them. By expelling France and other European countries from
Sahel, is indication of their need to be free from their entanglement and inviting Russia Wagner
group is an indication of shifting alliance. They also intend to challenge ECOWAS dominance in
the region. The trio sees ECOWAS as ineffective in addressing regional insecurity  and
underdevelopment.

Theoretical Framework

For proper analysis, this research is anchored on Dependency theory. This is to enable us to
explain the unequal relationship between the third world countries and the developed countries
and also to understand that the relationship is the major reason why the third world has remained
underdeveloped despite their huge mineral deposits. Dependency theory otherwise known as
under development theory was a direct response to the European modernization theory. Its
proponents are Andre Gunder Frank, Walter Rodney, Franz Fanon, Samir Amin Claude Ake, and
so on. These scholars see dependency as an outcome or a manifestation of the existing capitalist
world that is driven by quest for profit. They divided the world into two, the core and the
periphery. The core is the developed world while the peripheries are the developing nations that
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are perpetually bugged down by colonialism and neocolonialism. They posits that the dynamic
nature of the relationship between them tends to reinforce and intensify the unequal patterns.
They believe that capitalism which led to colonialism and neocolonialism is responsible for
under development and dependency that has plagued the third world countries. Ake (1981) posits
that contradictions of capitalism not only transformed it but also transplanted it. Frank (1989)
posits that underdevelopment was as a result of stagnation of their development which came
about when they came in contact with the western capitalist system and colonialism. This contact
introduced the colonies into the capitalist world at a subjugated position and this led to
development for the core and under development for periphery. He believes that the periphery
provides cheap labour and cheap primary commodities, while the core exports expensive
finished products with unfavourable balance of trade. Thus, the dependency school of thought
believe that the only way the developing economies can make a head way is d-linking their
economies from their source of exploitation and underdevelopment and chart a new course for
themselves. They favoured socialist principles.

The pact can be seen as an effort by the Sahel Pact to break away from economic dependencies on
the western world and their institutions especially their erstwhile colonial master, France. These
countries see themselves in a subjugated position in their relationship with their erstwhile master.
They were introduced into the global economy on an unequal basis. Their economy had
remained on export of raw materials and importation of finished goods even after independence.
France Assimilation policy has continued to have negative effect on their culture and identity. All
these have left them impoverished and wholly dependent on France. Like the dependency
theorists advised, they want to chart a new course for themselves in order to develop the region,
politically and economically. By looking towards Russia for military aid, they might in the
process open an economic relationship with Russia as well.

Methodology

The study looked at Paris historical and current relationship with the region, relying on
documentary evidence. This was adopted to achieve our set objective of examining the motive
behind the formation of Sahel Pact, the insecurities in the region, political instability, as well as
the activities of the intervening mission and what led to shifting alliances between France and
their Sahel partners. Data were primarily sourced from secondary materials, which includes
reports from United Nations and other notable scholars. Qualitative content analysis method was
applied to analyze and discover the motive behind the severance of their relationship with both
their colonial master and the regional group. It will also help in analyzing the implications of
such actions in the region. Though the methodology provides substantial explanatory power, the
study is limited by its reliance on documentary evidence. However, this limitation does not affect
the analytical relevance of the findings. The findings are expected to contribute to ongoing
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discourse on the implications of the Sahel pact, how the trio will navigate through the problems
confronting the region on their own terms and the shifting alliance in the region. The study offers
arigorous conceptual and empirical foundation to enable one understand the situation on ground.

Discussion and Analysis
Motives behind the Pact

The Sahel Pact or Liptako Gourma Pact came at the heels of ECOWAS pronouncement of their
intention to intervene in Niger, to return the democratically elected president to power.
According to Zovrokino (2023), the alliance was meant to counter any possible threats of armed
rebellion or external Aggression most especially from the regional bloc. ECOWAS has just
threatened military intervention after the political crises in Niger following a coup in July 2023.
Before the Niger coup, Burkina Faso and Mali are already under the leadership of military juntas.
Thus, the alliance between the states, state that “any attack against the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of one or more contracting parties will be considered an aggression against the other
parties”.

The insurgency the region has been facing since 2000 has given rise to so many other conflicts in
the region. There are farmer herder conflicts due to climate change; this has given rise to another
form of crises not solved. Thus, there exist all over the region wars of some sort. There is the war
in Mali, the Burkina Faso insurgency, and the coup in Niger. The member states are being headed
by military presidents. This has led to deterioration of their relationship with ECOWAS and the
international community who believed that democracy is the best system of government.

The Sahel pact was also driven by the incessant insecurity threat along the Liptako Gourma
region which is shared by the three members. This space had remained largely ungoverned by
different governments. They lack government presence. There exists some extremist jihadist
group who were agitating for a state (ANSWAD) that has been threatening the region. Organized
crime and ethnic conflict had also exacerbated the insecurity in the region. Thus, it was as well
aimed at strengthening the capacity of the sub regional government to fight terrorism, insurgency
and other forms of violence that are threatening the neighbourhood. The year 2020 witnessed the
deadliest insecurity since crisis broke out in 2012. Camillo (2021) posits that the attacks were
masterminded by the jihad group and indigenous people who were defending themselves. These
led to a number of casualties and refugees across the globe. Ornella (2021), reiterated that non
state actors have been playing an ever-increasing role in “powering violence and insecurity in
West African Sahel region”. He also opined that multiplication of state-owned defense and
security forces and even armed non state actors has led to a sort of gridlock in military
intervention. This has made the state not to have the monopoly of force and could not save both
the citizens and their sovereignty. Mali's main crisis in 2012 by the Tuaregs' led rebellion spread
to Burkina Faso and later to Niger, just like the 'Arab Spring'.
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Shifting of Alliance

When Mali in 2012 was attacked by the terrorist group that dealt a devastating blow on Mali,
France was called to the rescue. France “operation Serval” came in 2013 and halted the Jihadist
attack on Mali with the aid of other international community (operation Burkane), France was
responsible for influencing the United Nation Security Council into enlisting the aid of Germany
and other European countries, as well as United States in its stabilization effort in Mali known as
MINUSMA. They were mandated to protect key population centres, forming a buffer against
resurgent of the insurgents, putting up a state presence in the Northern region where the
insurgents took over and helping in rebuilding Malian security forces (Crisis Group, 2021). This
intervention was widely acclaimed by Malians as they were able to save the country from being
overrun by these insurgents. By 2015 a peace deal was signed between government, and various
armed groups in the North with the exception of the Jihadist group by the Algerian led
international effort, the agreement came to be known as the Algiers Accord. Though it secured a
road map towards re-establishing governance in the northern region, the peace it secured was an
uneasy one. In addition, in 2014 a group of five countries in Sahel known as the G5 Sahel Joint
Force was established. It was a joint military alliance between Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso, Chad
and Mauritania. France had hoped that they will eventually take on the primary responsibility of
manning the region.

However, dramatic changes that took place in the region made France and its allies to struggle to
keep the insurgents at bay. There was rise in rural insurgency in Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger.
The Islamic extremist groups had taken advantage of rural discontent and recruited the
disaffected ethnic group especially the nomads into their enclave. According to Kreigner (2022),
the increased tension in the region was mostly due to myopic policies driven by the European
community and other intervention donors. He posits that their mandate was solely for counter
terrorism and supporting authoritarian leaders. This was muted first by Crisis Group (2021) who
claimed that France and its allies could not intervene in rural rebellions because they were not
invited and more so it was not part of their mandate. The UN mandate was for operation
Barkhane to counter terrorism and not quelling rural rebellions. The increasing insecurity after
seven years of France intervention coincided with gradual erosion of indigenous loss of
confidence on their government, Lebovich (2021) posits that European Union in an effort to help
rebuild state capacities in the region launched three security and defense programme in the
region. They include “EUCAP-Sahel Niger in 2012 focused on police and internal security
capacity building, the EUT Training mission (EUTM) for Mali military in 2013 and EUCAP-
Sahel Mali in 2014. However, Europe increased involvement in the region was without clear
strategic vision or effective coordination (Lebovich, 2021). There was slow progress in
improving governance and internal security in the region. It was this rising anti-western
sentiment that led to a number of coup d'etat attempts and execution in the Sahel region while the
missions were still on ground.
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The anti-France slogans were being chanted all over Sahel especially in Niger that has just had a
coup because France refused to acknowledge the new leadership. They were accused of
perpetuating Neo-colonialism pattern of dependency (Benedikt et al 2022, Bensimon etal 2023).
A dispute with the mission led Mali to dismiss the France ambassador and severed its bilateral
relationship. However, Paris had preempted the expulsion of operation Barkhane and had
decided to withdraw by herself. France stopped all counter terrorism effort in the region in the
face of hostilities from the populace. The failure of the mission was evidenced in the presence of
Russian military mercenary known as the Wagner group in Mali. Mali had invited them to rescue
her from the insecurity that had plagued the region. Russia had already started courting their
relationship through the Wagner mercenaries.

Findings

France mandate to curb terrorism was too narrow. They were mandated just to combat terrorism.
This made them not to be able to deal with the root cause of the problem which is bad governance.
Their effort seems also to be ephemeral. The European support was mostly to stem the tide of
insurgency as its spread might trigger off an uncontrollable insecurity that might affect them if
the spread goes on in the Northern direction. Additionally, France intervention with other
international community was successful initially. They were able to stop the external threats fora
moment. Their inability to tackle the internal crisis only created room for infiltration of Jihadist
who ended up in exacerbating the conflicts in the region.

Among the countries that came to rescue the trio from insurgency, ECOWAS was not included,
which was a grave omission on the part of United Nations Security Council (UNSC). ECOWAS
had always been part of military intervention as a regional group in Africa and they understand
Africans better. Trying to bring in Africa in the face of their inability to stem the tide of insecurity
in the region is a sign of failure, on the part of the west. This failure was made more obvious with
the gradual withdrawal by France and its allies. ECOWAS on the other hand did not volunteer to
come to their aid until a military coup occurred in Niger. I[f ECOWAS was allowed to intervene
in Niger, to uphold democracy, the military leadership in both Mali and Burkina Faso will be
threatened and this is not acceptable by any of them. They will do anything to keep their
positions.

There was proliferation of arms in the region and this created more insecurity within the region.
The incessant conflicts between farmers and herders over lands that were fast turning into deserts
and the administration of justice by armed non state actors only helped to distance them from
government presence. The governments were not concerned and they could not even do
anything to their military and police force who were abusing the masses. These led to erosion of
public confidence in the authorities as well as resentment towards western intervention. France
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was more focused on military than on governance which is the root cause of the problems.
France needed to balance their roles in the region to achieve a sustainable success. The presence
of the missions did not deter them from carrying out coups. This only goes on to show how
politically unstable the countries had become and their disregard for the presence of France and
its allies. France's non recognition of the military junta in Niger is only a sign for the other two.
Thus, calling on them to withdraw was only the alternative in the face of Paris rejection of the
military junta. The Sahel Pact came at a point, when Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, needed a
cover to protect the military juntas. It also came at a point when the people were dissatisfied with
France and their allies seeing them as cog in the wheel of their progress. The Sahel Pact with its
promises gave the people a hope for a better future, having been struggling with insecurities,
poverty and the likes. Thus, they welcomed it with enthusiasm. They hoped that the break will
give fulfilment to their dreams of breaking the chains of colonialism to chat a better future for
them. The Sahel Pact also might be seen as a means of their trying to legitimize their
governments of which ECOWAS, France and the European countries are so much against. The
Sahel Pact excluded these groups from their interaction.

The invitation of the Russian Wagner mercenaries only signalled an end to their collaboration
with Europe. Russia is using the Wagner group to build relationship with the Sahel and they are
succeeding now because of African current anti-western sentiment especial against their colonial
masters. They desire to do away with their dependency, hoping to chart a new part for
development. However, it is pertinent to note that the CFA Franc has remained the currency in the
region.

Conclusion

The Sahel Pact represents a significant step towards integration and cooperation aimed at
addressing a common problem facing them. Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger had to severe ties with
France and equally do the same to ECOWAS in the face of their sanction that is already affecting
the region. The trios were faced with economic hardship, instability that needed to be tackled and
most importantly to legitimize their positions as presidents of their countries. Thus, Sahel Pact
represents their effort to bring stability in the region, to legitimize their positions as presidents,
tackle the rising economic hardship, if possible and also to do away with colonial vestiges that
have long plagued them. France withdrawal from Sahel with her allies after a decade of military
intervention reflects Paris foreign policy failure in the Sahel. The military presidents took
advantage of this short coming to win the people on their side. This paper examined Paris
collaborations and their effort to stem the tide of insecurity in the region, the instability in the
region with attendant coups, ECOWAS sanctions and the formation of Sahel Pact. Paris was
unable to sustain their initial successes due to their inability to balance their mandate with the
needs of the region. They soon realized that heavy military presence is not all that is needed. The
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region also yearns for good governance, development and security which are embedded in the
Pact, giving hope to the masses and this gave acceptance to the military juntas. The invitation of
the Wagner group signalled their shifting loyalties and the end of Paris intervention in the region,
as Russia will definitely take advantage of the whole situation.

Recommendations

= The success of Sahel pact can only be achieved if, good governance is entrenched in the
region. There should be economic development, opportunities and transparency in
government. This will reduce the appeal of terrorist organizations to young people in the
region.

=  Care should be taken to avoid another set of exploitation by the Wagner group and Russia by
extension. As Mali is already paying them with access to their natural resources, Sahel
should note that Wagner group is only but a mercenary and won't be involved in their
development.

»  Their exit from ECOWAS should be followed up with outstanding performance to prove
that ECOWAS was performing below expectations, especially in the area of coalition
among the countries and that their severance was not just to remain presidents of their
country.
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